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BOARD UPDATE

Celebrating 15 Years and Building a Better World
Through Co-operative Housing.

Greetings to co-operators and direct tenants as Common Equity
marks its 15th anniversary. This milestone represents a
significant achievement, reflecting the organisation's growth
and increasing impact over the past decade and a half.

This year, the Australian Co-operative Housing Alliance (ACHA)
Summit was held at the iconic MCG under the theme “Co-ops
Build a Better World.” It was the second summit, following last
year's successful inaugural event in Adelaide, with over 130
delegates in attendance, including myself, CEO Stephanie and
Cooperative Services Manager Trudi Penrose-Starr from
Common Equity.

Josh Burns MP, Special Envoy for Social Housing and Homelessness,
delivered a keynote address that captured the essence of co-operative ':::"::E
housing: “It's not about long-term rental, it's about the sense of

belonging and ownership of your own home and your own place...
Housing is not about bricks and mortar. It's about safety, security, and
the foundations of life.”

Josh Burns MP

“Housing is not about bricks and

mortar. It's about safety, security,
and the foundations of life.”

= ACHA

Australian Co-operative Housing Alliance

The summit also featured inspiring stories from student-led housing co-operatives like STUCCO
in Sydney and the Canberra Student Housing Co-op. These co-ops offer affordable housing to
students who might otherwise struggle to support themselves while studying. They also
encourage community through shared meals and bulk purchasing of essentials. It was exciting
to witness young people embracing the co-operative model, preparing to carry this knowledge
into their futures, and potentially establishing new housing co-operatives.
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BOARD UPDATE

(continued)

The highlight of the summit was hearing from Chantell Martin of the All
Nations Co-op in Sydney. All Nations was established 14 years ago to
address the need for safe, affordable housing for trans women, and they
are nearing their goal.

This represents the longest time a housing co-operative has existed
without having physical housing. Chantell discussed how the group
initially met in various kitchens across Sydney to form their co-operative Chantell Martin
and, over time, developed their constitution, rules, and committees.

Recently, the City of Sydney Council offered
Common Equity NSW the opportunity to
homes but are /ntegra/ purchase seven terrace houses in Darlinghurst at

“They are not just

a significantly reduced price, and a local architect
has volunteered their services to design the
class hfSl'OI’y and dwellings, preserving their heritage value and
providing safe housing for the women of All
Nations.

to the fabric of working-

struggle...”

During a break, a conversation with Chantell revealed that the location of the dwellings is kept
private for the women'’s future safety. Research confirmed that these terraces have another
significant history linked to class struggles. The terraces remain available for transfer to Common
Equity and All Nations due to the NSW Builders’ Labourers' Federation (BLF) Green Bans.

This history underscores the significance of housing cooperatives. They are not just homes but
are integral to the fabric of working-class history and struggle, both locally and internationally.
Learning of the rich history of yet another housing co-operative that has formed in struggle, that
will be in houses protected by struggle, my heart just soared.

Housing cooperatives are so much more than a home - something so vital for every human -
housing cooperatives are part of the very fabric of working-class history and struggle, both here
and internationally. You can find out more about the ACHA Summit, the Green Bans and DRAG
by clicking on the links at the end of this newsletter.
Heidi Claus
Common Equity Chair
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CEO UPDATE

As Spring brings the sunshine and longer days, we reflect
on the past few busy months. Our focus has remained
firmly on what matters most—our member
organisations, housing co-operatives and the
communities we serve across South Australia.

We've been celebrating co-operatives and our 15" birthday,
advocating for co-operative housing, supporting members
with their end of financial year obligations and rolling out new
financial reports. Last but not least, we've been planning for
the future and preparing for the third round of the Housing
Australia Future Fund. We are determined to get some
funding this time around for the exciting development
projects the Board has selected.

In late July, we met with Hon Nick Champion, MP, Minister for Housing
and Urban Development, to introduce Common Equity Housing SA and
cooperative housing. We talked about our willingness to play an
increasing role in the provision of social and affordable housing, the
history of Common Equity and housing co-operatives in South Australia
and the scalability of the model.

Hon. Nick

. He was supportive of our growth aspirations and emphasised that he is
Champlon agnostic about who provides the housing; he wants more affordable
AU LN housing for South Australians. In response to our presentation on current
and potential projects, he was very interested in exploring tangible
deliverables and assisting us in overcoming current constraints.

| was rather chuffed to be named a finalist in the 2025 CHIA SA
Excellence in Community Housing Awards for Executive Excellence. It is
a privilege to be recognised alongside so many dedicated professionals
and organisations working to enhance community housing across South
Australia.
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CEO UPDATE
(continued)

Welcoming members, partners, and friends to our
15th anniversary celebration was a privilege. This
milestone reflects the vision and commitment of
everyone at Common Equity. What started as an
idea—that housing could be more than shelter—has
become a thriving network of co-operatives where
people co-create their communities. Over 15 years,
we've empowered hundreds to control their
housing futures, witnessing co-operative living
transform lives through dignity, equity, and
connection.

We heard from David Kilner, a founder and our first Chair, and received a message from
Elisabeth Gazzard, our Second Chairperson, congratulating us on our anniversary and success.
Despite challenges from new regulations and misconceptions about cooperatives, we
persevered, ensuring co-operative housing thrives in South Australia.

In October, | attended the National Housing Conference in Perth and presented at the Innovative
Housing Solutions Think Tank. | joined a panel discussing alternative housing models that
enhance affordability, community, and long-term stability. The session was well received and a
valuable opportunity to share the co-operative housing model with a national audience.

| am delighted to announce that, after an extensive search, we have appointed an outstanding
candidate to fill our Business Services Manager role. They will be joining the team on 8™
December.

Stephanie Miller
Chief Executive Officer
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Co-op Introduction -
Copper Triangle
Housing Association

Welcome back for another instalment where we shine a spotlight on the incredible housing co-
operatives that are part of Common Equity. Each of these co-operatives plays a vital role in
shaping vibrant and supportive communities using the co-operative housing model.

In this edition, we're excited to introduce Copper Triangle Housing Association.

In 1986, the government began closing large institutions for people living with disabilities, one
such institution, Elenora, an intellectual disabilities facility linked to Strathmont Centre was
affected. Sadly, there was nowhere suitable for its residents to go.

Seeing this urgent need, a passionate group of local businesspeople, parents of people with
disabilities, the Intellectual Disability Services Council, and the South Australian Housing Trust
came together with a shared vision: to create safe, dignified housing for people with
disabilities in the Copper Coast region.

At the time, Wallaroo, Moonta, and Kadina were governed by separate councils. These
communities recognised that change was possible when people worked together. By 1997, the
three councils had amalgamated to form the District Council of the Copper Coast, a reflection
of the unity and collaboration that had already begun.

In 1988, the first homes were purchased, purpose-designed to meet the needs of tenants with
disabilities. Later, low-income residents were able to choose their homes with guidance from
the South Australian Housing Trust.
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Copper Triangle Housing Association (continued)

By 1990, this grassroots initiative formally became the Copper Triangle Housing Co-operative,
proudly embodying values of inclusion, affordability, and community-led decision making.
Some years later, in response to changes in cooperative rules, they evolved into Copper
Triangle Housing Association (CTHA), the name they proudly carry today.

As the community grew, so did its housing stock. By 2000, three beautiful aged-care units were
built in Moonta, giving long-term tenants the chance to transition into comfortable homes for
their later years. In 2005, four new homes were completed, including a purpose-built house for
people living with disabilities.

Today, CTHA manages 30 homes, with another currently under redevelopment in Wallaroo,
which will create an additional three homes. Their tenants now consist of people with
disabilities, single parents, individuals, families, and elderly residents - all coming together to
create a thriving, inclusive community.

The Meaning Behind CTHA Name

Copper: A tribute to the region’s rich
mining history, when copper mining was
at the centre of the local economy.

Triangle: Symbolising the geographic
connection between Wallaroo, Kadina, and
Moonta - three towns forming a triangle
across the Copper Coast, united by a

shared vision of community and care.

Australian
Community Housing

Au Stra | ia n At Common Equity Housing, we're committed

to making community housing stronger across

.
communlty Australia. As members of Australian
HOUSing Community Housing (ACH), we work with

providers nationwide to advocate for more
affordable, secure and safe homes and for the

people who live in them.
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Celebrating 15 Years of Common Equity

Over the past 15 years, we've grown from a small but
determined organisation into a vibrant network of
housing co-operatives. We've supported hundreds of
members in taking control of their housing futures, and

we've seen firsthand how co-operative living can
transform lives—creating not just homes but
communities of care, connection, and mutual support.

We've also faced challenges. But through it all, Common ;
Equity has remained steadfast in our mission: to grow
co-operative and community-led housing in South
Australia, increasing its scale, diversity, and impact.

Our 15th anniversary is a celebration of partnership. The co-operatives that have built strong,
inclusive communities. The staff and board members who have guided Common Equity with
integrity and vision. Our allies in government, in the housing sector, and in civil society who
have stood with us and supported our work. And most of all, our members—whose
commitment, creativity, and courage continue to inspire us every day.

As we look ahead, we know the work is far from over. The need for affordable, secure, and
community-led housing is greater than ever. But we also know that we are not starting from
scratch. We are building on 15 years of experience and are part of a global movement gaining
momentum.
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Celebrating 15 Years of Common Equity contin...

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us to mark this special milestone at the beautiful
Brompton Community Garden. We were honoured to hear from David Kilner, our first Chair,
who shared a rich history of our beginnings. Christine McCormack, an ACRE coop member,
brought to life the story of how the ACRE housing cooperative started.

Special thanks to Claire and Bill Thackray, and to the amazing Backdoor Cajun Band, for the
fantastic live music that kept spirits high!

To all our members and tenants who attended — your presence, stories, and support are what
make this community thrive. Here's to the next 15 years of cooperation, connection, and
community!
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2025 International Day of Cooperatives

To mark the 2025 International Day of Co-operatives, during the International Year of Co-
operatives, we hosted an afternoon tea with our valued members. It was a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the power of co-operative living. We heard moving stories from Rob
Martyn (Paris Flat) and Christine Robertson (Copper Triangle), who shared what being part of a
housing co-operative means to them. Their reflections reminded us of the strength, connection,
and sense of belonging that co-op living fosters.

The United Nations International Day of Cooperatives is celebrated every year on the first
Saturday of July, Coops Day raises awareness of how cooperatives advance sustainable
development. . Events took place across the globe, including a hybrid gathering at United Nations
Headquarters in New York. These celebrations formed part of the International Year of
Cooperatives 2025 (IYC 2025).
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https://2025.coop/
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Australian Co-operative Housing Alliance
(ACHA) Summit 2025

The second ACHA Co-operative Housing Summit was held in Melbourne on 18 September. It was a
truly inspiring event. See the wrap-up here https://acha.coop/2025-co-operative-housing-summit-
wrap-up/

We were proud to represent SA and contribute to the conversations shaping the future of co-
operative housing in Australia. From government reps to international guests, from housing
professionals to co-op members—this was more than a gathering. It was a movement in motion.

The ideas sparked here are already echoing beyond the stands. Partnerships are forming. Advocacy
is gaining momentum. The future of co-operative housing is being built—right now.

Watch the new ACHA clip about housing co-operatives here: https://vimeo.com/1118926392?
fl=pl&fe=sh

T
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https://acha.coop/2025-co-operative-housing-summit-wrap-up/
https://acha.coop/2025-co-operative-housing-summit-wrap-up/

Here are some other links to explore if you'd like more information on the ACHA Summit
presentations:

https://giveoutday.org.au/o/all-nations-housing-co-op-and-common-equity-nsw
https://www.greenbans.net.au/component/content/article?id=27&Itemid=101

https://bccm.coop/finally-a-place-to-call-home-for-australias-first-transgender-housing-co-
operative/

https://trans.au/sydney-to-build-world-first-housing-cooperative-for-trans-women/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-05-09/trans-women-housing-sydney-government-funding-
support-coop/105217438

https://tradeshallsydney.wordpress.com/2020/05/25/trades-hall-press-may-2020/

Margaret Gardener - artist and co-founder of DRAG - poster for the Green Bans
https://www.greenbans.net.au/images/2021/02/09/green-bans-poster-festival-02.jpg

CHIA SA Excellence in Community Housing Awards

We are pleased to share that our CEO, Stephanie We extend our congratulations to all winners,

Miller, was recognised as a finalist in the 2025 CHIA finalists, and nominees for their outstanding

SA Excellence in Community Housing Awards under contributions. A special mention also goes to

the Executive Excellence category. Copper Triangle Housing Cooperative, whose
fantastic Welfare Officer initiative was
nominated.
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Common Equity Housing SA Ltd
Annual General Meeting

6.00 pm

Wednesday 19 November
Mile End Hotel

30 Henley Beach Road
Mile End

Stay tuned for more details

RSVP via the QR
code by clicking
here or call

Common Equity on
8354 2790
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https://tinyurl.com/CEH2023AGM

Garden Competition

Off the back of the success of the CHIA Growing Together Gardening competition, Common
Equity held our very own gardening competition this year. We had so many fantastic entries
showing the hard work, creativity and pride that our Members and Tenants have in their
homes.

To judge the competition, we had an esteemed panel of judges including:

e Craig Hodge from Hi Palms - one of our valued contractors with a background in
agriculture

e Rachael Thrussell the Senior Project Officer from CHIA - who project managed the CHIA
Growing Together Competition

e Rebecca Thomas - Technical Director from the Common Equity Board

e Peter Rutter - Technical Director from the Common Equity Board &

e Our very own Stephanie Miller, CEO

Winners

CATEGORY | WINNER
Best fresh produce garden Belirnda Foraman YOCHI Housing Coop

Best garden Teri Hoskin ISHA Housing Coop
Best neat and hidy garden Lauren Campbel| Paris Flat Housing Coop

Most creative / unique garden | Claire Mackenzie Phoenix Housing Coop
Most improved | . Chevi Holman-Mullins | Copper Triangle Housing Association
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Garden Competition (continued)

L e

The Community Housing Art Awards (CHARTS)
were created to celebrate and showcase the
creative diversity, depth, and talent of tenants in
community and social housing.

With 2025 marking the third CHARTS Awards, we
were delighted to once again see submissions

from several of our Members.

The competition officially closed on 30 September 2025, and judging will be finalised by the end
of October. A big thank you to everyone who participated this year. We truly value the effort,
imagination, and stories behind each submission.

We'll keep you updated as results become available, and we look forward to celebrating the
achievements of our talented community.
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Tenant Satisfaction
Survey - thank you!

Our 2025 Tenant Satisfaction Survey has
now closed, and we'd like to extend a big
thank you to everyone who took the time
to share their feedback. Your input helps
us understand what we're doing well and
where we can improve, ensuring we
continue to build strong, supportive
communities.

We're currently reviewing the results and
will share a summary with all members
soon. Stay tuned!

Energy Hardship Survey

Thank you to everyone who participated in our

recent survey about energy use and costs in your

home. Your feedback is incredibly valuable and will

help us better understand how tenants manage

energy bills, access support, and use energy day to
*  day.

-——

The survey was conducted by the Community
Housing Industry Association NSW (CHIA NSW) on
behalf of Common Equity South Australia, and all
responses were collected confidentially and
reported back to us in a de-identified format.

We are now reviewing the results, which will guide
us in developing initiatives to support tenants with
energy use and affordability. We look forward to
sharing the key findings with you soon.
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Social Work Drop-in
Woodcroft Library

Did you know that Woodcroft Library offer a
‘Ask a Social Worker’ event on Mondays where
you can receive free help from social work
students?

From help with completing online forms,
navigating government websites such as
Centrelink or MyGov, and assistance in
accessing services and support like
employment, crisis support, legal aid and more.
The service is available for all ages, no bookings
required.

Where: Woodcroft Library, 175 Bains Road, Morphett Vale, 5162

See website to find out more: https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Eventbrite/Ask-a-Social-
Worker-Woodcroft-Library-1298715726699

Resilience in turbulent
times? The answer is
community.

. Can getting to know your neighbours help
build a resilient community? Shani Graham,
an educator, author, inspirational speaker
and passionate community builder, shares
how fostering social connections helped her
local community survive and thrive during the
k J COVID pandemic - and argues that these
bonds have set her community up well for
crises to come.

Watch her Ted Talk here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cbp92gluxPY
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Be Prepared for the Upcoming Fire Season

With fire season approaching, now is the perfect time to make sure you and your household are
ready. A little preparation can make a big difference in keeping you safe.

Here are some simple steps you can take:

e Clear your surroundings: If you have a yard or balcony, keep it free of dry leaves, overgrown
grass, and flammable items.

e Know your plan: Talk with your household about what to do in an emergency. Decide where
you would go if you need to leave quickly.

e Stay informed: Download the Alert SA app or tune in to local radio for up-to-date warnings
and advice.

e Pack a grab bag: Include essentials such as important documents, medications, water, and a
change of clothes, so you can leave quickly if needed.

e Smoke alarms: If you are unsure if your smoke alarm is working, contact Common Equity so
we can arrange an inspection with our service provider, Smoke Alarm Testing Services
(SATS).

Your safety is our priority. If you have any
concerns about fire hazards around your
property, please contact us so we can help.
Stay safe and prepared this season!

Y Common Equity SMS
Number

Did you know that there is a Common Equity
SMS line? You can SMS Common Equity on 0458
429 626 and your SMS will be delivered to us in
an email. Please note that this line does not

accept MMS (picture) messages.
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Need Help with Unexpected Expenses?

Unexpected costs can happen to anyone - a broken washing machine, urgent car repairs, or
unexpected medical bills. If you find yourself in this situation, No Interest Loans (NILs) may be an

option worth exploring.

What are NILs?
NILs are loans with 0% interest and no fees or charges.
e You can borrow up to $2,000 for essentials like appliances, furniture, car repairs, or medical,

dental, or vet expenses.
e You can borrow up to $3,000 for a rental bond or recovery from a natural disaster.

How it works:
Submit a quote with your application, and NILs pays the supplier directly (no cash is given to
you). Loans cannot be used for cash, bills, debts, or rent.

Find out more:
To learn more and find your nearest NILs provider, visit: https://goodshep.org.au/services/nils/

Common Equity does not promote or
endorse this service. This information
is provided for your awareness only.

No
Interest

For essentials you need now. |

ISSUE 44 - OCTOBER 2025




Public Art Opportunities

Guildhouse and the City of Charles Sturt are inviting
South Australian artists to apply for two exciting
public art opportunities:
e Drayton Street Pocket Park Sculpture (Bowden)
e Chief Street Pocket Park Pavement Design
(Brompton)

These new pocket parks are under construction and
due for completion in December 2025. Artists or
artist teams are encouraged to submit an
Expression of Interest for one or both projects
(different artists will be selected for each park).

Find out more and apply via: https://guildhouse.org.au/call-out-city-of-charles-sturt-public-art-
opportunities/

New Peak Body to Improve First Nations
Housing

The South Australian Government has committed $2.5 million over five years to help establish
a new peak body aimed at improving housing outcomes for First Nations South Australians.

The South Australian Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisation Network (SAACCON) will
lead the initiative, working with communities and housing services to advocate for Aboriginal
housing needs, strengthen partnerships with government, and support the development of an
Aboriginal Community Controlled Housing Sector.

Deputy Premier and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Kyam Maher said the initiative is an
important step towards meeting the housing Closing the Gap target.
https://architectureau.com/articles/New-peak-body-set-to-improve-First-Nations-housing-
outcomes-in-South-Australia/
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ParkLife: Raising the Bar
for Sustainable Living

Designed and developed by Austin Maynard
Architects, ParkLife is part of Brunswick’s Nightingale
Village, Australia’s first carbon-neutral residential
precinct. With an impressive 9.1-star energy rating,
ParkLife is completely all-electric and fossil-fuel free.

ParkLife contains 37 apartments (including five social
housing homes delivered through Housing Choices
Australia) and two commercial tenancies. The
building's striking mountainous roofline hides a range
of thoughtful communal spaces, including a rooftop
amphitheatre, productive gardens, and picnic lawns,
all designed to bring residents together.

Sustainability is at the heart of every design choice:

e Passive design & fresh air systems keep
apartments comfortable year-round with no
active heating or cooling required.

¢ Insulated panel cladding reduces heat gain in
summer and heat loss in winter, lowering energy
costs.

e Water harvesting & misting systems help keep
light wells and apartments naturally cool.

Inside, the homes are deliberately simple and
functional, with lots of natural light and flexible
layouts so residents can make the space their own.
The building even integrates a central walkway that
connects directly to the surrounding park, reinforcing
its strong link between public and private space.

ParkLife is proof that apartments can be beautiful,
community-minded, and environmentally responsible
- showing what the future of housing could look like.
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Is making housing a human right the answer?

The ACT has made history by becoming the first jurisdiction in Australia to enshrine housing as a
human right in law. The new legislation requires the ACT government to consider access to
adequate housing in all decisions and policymaking.

While the change won't solve the housing crisis overnight, it is seen as a powerful first step in
reframing housing as a fundamental social good rather than just a private asset. Advocates hope
this move will lead to fairer policies, stronger protections against eviction, and better long-term
outcomes for people in housing stress.

The laws will come into full effect by 2029, and housing experts say this is a model other states
should consider. Could this approach be the next step for South Australia in tackling our own
housing challenges?

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-21/housing-human-right-law-act-analysis-what-does-that-
mean/105797726
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Your newsletter?

We hope you're enjoying staying up-to-date with our latest news and updates! To make sure
we're delivering our newsletter in the way that's most convenient for you, we'd love to know your
preferred method of receiving it.

Would you prefer to receive our newsletter by:
e Email
e Post (physical mail)

Please let us know your preference by emailing us at info@cehsa.com.au and we’'ll ensure that
future newsletters reach you in the way you find most suitable.

Your story?

At Common Equity, our success is intertwined with that of our members and tenants. That's why
we prioritise celebrating your unique stories. We'd be thrilled to feature your journey in our
newsletter. We recognise that our members hail from diverse backgrounds, each bringing a
distinct narrative.

We encourage all our members and tenants to take a moment to reflect on how their lives have
transformed since joining their co-op.

Has secure and affordable housing opened doors to further education? Allowed you to raise a
family despite challenging housing conditions? Fostered community connections and support?
How might your story have differed if you were navigating the private rental market?

Call us at 8354 2790 to schedule a time for a chat over a cuppa (we can come to you!). Stories
can remain anonymous if you prefer.
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Your feedback?

Common Equity Housing South Australia Ltd (Common Equity) actively promotes and
enacts the principles of co-operation to provide a high standard of service and welcomes
feedback on our services and performance. We would love to hear about your
experience with our services, as this gives us opportunities to learn and improve.

How to provide feedback

Common Equity has several ways to receive feedback from its tenants and those of its
member organisations, including complaints, comments, and suggestions. Feedback on
Common Equity services and the way the service has been delivered can be provided by:

Using our feedback form:
o If you wish to make a complaint, please visit:,
» https://cehsa.com.au/contact/complaints/
o If you wish to compliment our team or services, visit
m https:// cehsa.com.au/contact/compliments/
Telephone: 8354 2790
Email: info@cehsa.com.au

Mail: Common Equity Housing South Australia Ltd, PO Box 382, Torrensville Plaza
5031

For further information, please visit the “Compliments” and “Complaints” sections on the
Common Equity website www.cehsa.com.au
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